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Welcome to the Winton Wetlands Reserve community update-July 2026 

Please share this community update with your friends and networks.  

To subscribe email us at  hume.engagement@deeca.vic.gov.au.  

    

Winton Wetlands land management activities 

As the current land manager of the 8,750 ha 
wetland reserve, DEECA Hume continues to 
maintain essential programs including kangaroo 
surveys, pest plant and animal control, fencing, and 
fire preparedness works.  

  

Photo credit: Winton Wetlands website 

  

 

Fox control   

Community information session 

DEECA Hume and Agriculture Victoria held a fox control community information session on 4 June 2026 at 
The Winton Café and Events. It was great to see so many community members come together, including 
adjoining landholders, local land managers and Landcare groups. 

  

DEECA Hume shared an overview of the fox control program at Winton Wetlands. Agriculture Victoria 
provided useful information about practical fox control techniques for landholders and how coordinating 
with neighbours can improve local results. If you missed it, you can find much of the information at: 
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-animals/invasive-animal-management/integrated-fox-
control 

If you are interested in recording sightings or tracking individual or group control efforts, Feralscan is a 
valuable tool: https://pestsmart.org.au/toolkits/european-foxes/ 

    

Fox control activities at the wetlands 

A fox baiting program will be taking place within 
Winton Wetlands Reserve from: Monday 27 
April to Friday 20 October 2026.  

All fox control activities will be carried out by 
qualified staff and signage will be in place at all 
entrances to the reserve. 

  

Photo credit: Hume DEECA facebook 
 

mailto:hume.engagement@deeca.vic.gov.au
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.vic.gov.au%2Fbiosecurity%2Fpest-animals%2Finvasive-animal-management%2Fintegrated-fox-control&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779728005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=owUiSeg95koSB%2BnnOnZ1WKkgrkYBU3EkXiXCgVJpNiU%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.vic.gov.au%2Fbiosecurity%2Fpest-animals%2Finvasive-animal-management%2Fintegrated-fox-control&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779728005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=owUiSeg95koSB%2BnnOnZ1WKkgrkYBU3EkXiXCgVJpNiU%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpestsmart.org.au%2Ftoolkits%2Feuropean-foxes%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779772092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BWPcoWcm6On1iy95WkvkasASutValTHByS4viAYCZXo%3D&reserved=0
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Pest animal control activities targeting foxes were undertaken by a licensed contractor within the Winton 
Wetlands Reserve during the period 15-18 June 2026.   

    

Weed control   

DEECA’s weed control program at Winton Wetlands uses a combination of chemical and mechanical 
methods to manage priority weeds across the reserve.  

Chemical control was delivered by contractors across 4,716 hectares, with Winton Wetlands rangers treating 
a further 550 hectares.  

Mechanical works, including mowing and slashing, have been completed across 33 hectares.  

The targeted annual and perennial woody weeds, are listed below: 

Annual Perennial (woody) 

Noogoora burr Cotton wood 

Bathurst burr Sweet briar (Briar rose) 

Stinkwort Crack willow 

Fleabane Desert Ash 

Patterson curse Honey locust 

St John’s Wort Peppercorn tree 

Prairie ground cherry Cootamundra Wattle 

African lovegrass Tree of heaven 

 Bridal creeper 
  

 Annual kangaroo survey   

The 2026 kangaroo population survey will be 
underway soon. This will be the eighth year of 
collecting data across the reserve.  

  

The annual surveys add to our understanding of the 
drivers of kangaroo population changes and 
provides valuable information for management. 

  

Photo credit: Rene Martens 
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Year 11 Geography field trip 

Cathedral College Wangaratta Year 11 VCE Geography visited the wetlands for a field trip and have shared 
with us their school newsletter article. A very big thank you to Keith Ward, Goulburn Broken Catchment 
Management Authority for making time to pass on his knowledge and expertise with the students!  

 

  

Term 2 2026, we enjoyed a delightful autumn day out at the Winton Wetlands. It was a day full of surprises 
and environmental wonders as we explored some key sites at the wetlands as part of the Year 11 VCE 
Geography coursework. 

Fieldwork is an important component of Geography and builds skills toward Year 12. Our fieldwork at Winton 
Wetlands involved investigating the extent and impact of invasive species and strategies being used to 
manage these. Students worked hard collecting data in the field and gained important insights about the 
wetland, from Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority project manager Keith Ward. Through 
asking questions out in the field and hearing from Keith’s experiences of change over time at Winton Wetland, 
students were able to gain insight and collect relevant data on impacts of species invasion and control 
measures being taken. 

It was a fun day out in the autumn sun, exploring a lesser-known part of our north-east region and engaging 
with an expert in the field. 

Written by Cathedral College Year 11 VCE Geography student 

    

Wildlife and research updates    

    

Quarterly bird surveys at the wetlands 

BirdLife Murray Goulburn is a volunteer group that does quarterly bird surveys at selected points around 
Winton Wetlands. Thanks BirdLife Murray Goulburn for sharing your report: 

  

At the May survey for the first time since surveys began in 2013, the wetland was shrouded in dense fog. By 
the time the volunteers carefully drove to the survey sites, the fog had lifted. Fourteen surveyors recorded a 
total of 62 bird species, which was a little down on usual numbers.  
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There are plenty of good news stories at the 
wetland. Three teams found Diamond Firetails 
(see photo at right) at the Northwest Biolink, Winton 
North Road and Humphries Hill.  

Other highlights included:  

• the Dam Wall team counted over 200 Straw-
necked Ibis feeding in a paddock near the 
Dam Wall 

• Grey Crowned Babblers are hanging on at 
Humphries Hill, and  

• seven species of Raptor were spotted, 
including the Australian Hobby and Brown 
Goshawk. 

 

Photo credit: Sandy Horne 

Birdlife Australia 

For details of the May survey view the trip report:  https://ebird.org/tripreport/513512 

    

Noisy Miner management workshop visits the wetlands 

Supported by the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (GB CMA), Birdlife Australia's Dr Lainie 
Berry and Ben Humphries presented on Noisy Miners (woodland birds), to 26 landholders at the Benalla 
DEECA office on 22 May 2026. Attendees learned about the effects this native, yet problematic bird has on 
the broader bird population in the local catchment and strategies to control or mitigate their impact.  

The event concluded with a visit to Green’s Hill at Winton Wetlands, where a 'walk and talk' demonstrated 
that despite Greens Hill's 'remote' location and intact woodland vegetation, smaller birdlife was generally 
absent due to the presence of Noisy Miners.   

As a native honeyeater, this naturally 
aggressive bird has thrived due to human-
induced habitat modifications, causing it to 
become over-abundant. It excludes smaller 
species and severely impacts a region's 
biodiversity and resilience.  

  

Photo credit: Chris Tzaros 

 

BirdLife Australia, through an Australian Government 'Saving Native Species Program' grant, is partnering 
with Australian National University to develop a decision support tool and series of workshops such as the 
one at Benalla to assist land managers with addressing the impact of overabundant Noisy Miners on 
woodland bird communities.  

    

 

 

 

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirdlife.org.au%2Fbird-profiles%2Fdiamond-firetail%2F%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOork773gBaefUYjQboOTDqtZsfPMuYCiRaztaqWqQbb86o0Bn6_l&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779792677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TEkNuEChFHyA4SN0h4hDT%2BQBkCJO%2BxWu0SONeWGH9ak%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirdlife.org.au%2Fbird-profiles%2Fdiamond-firetail%2F%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOork773gBaefUYjQboOTDqtZsfPMuYCiRaztaqWqQbb86o0Bn6_l&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779811064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YGT%2B7ENGbBFTSa2OmvRnhL0mMxREoxJAGli5GcqjGQM%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febird.org%2Ftripreport%2F513512&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779828607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OnebAQHYIKWRFdaSdrCROq3IIWjvfrsd4%2Fxh%2Fd3fY64%3D&reserved=0
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Regent Honeyeater Project revegetation plans 

The Regent Honeyeater Project continues to plan for future revegetation projects with the GB CMA under the 
Australian Government NHT Landscape Legacies project. Further revegetation is planned at Winton 
Wetlands for 2026-28. 

The Regent Honeyeater Project is also planning the establishment of a seed production area at Winton 
Wetlands through funding by the EPA funded 'Seeding A Greener Future: Sowing healthy habitat and hearts’ 
project coordinated by the GB CMA. 

Visit the link here if you want to get involved in Regent Honeyeater Project activities. 

Growling grass frog brumation 

The Growling Grass frogs released on site in January are now entering brumation rest over winter. Frogs are 
ectothermic which means they regulate their body heat from the surrounding environment, so during colder 
months some species enter brumation which is a period of reduced activity and low metabolic function. 
They can emerge on warmer days for brief periods of activity such as feeding. 

Due to this inactivity Swamps Rivers and Ranges will pause survey efforts until they emerge in the warmer 
spring weather and begin calling from August through to April. During the warmer months we will be very 
interested to see whether this released cohort shows signs of breeding. 

After heavy rain it’s a great time to look for frogs enjoying the wet conditions. 

The vocal, cold-weather frog chorus at the wetlands includes: 

Common Eastern Froglet  

Crinia signifera 

Continuous, rasping 'crick-crick-crick' 

Southern Brown Tree Frog 

Litoria ewingii 

A loud, musical, and repetitive 'eeeee-eeeee' 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 

A short, distinct 'plop' or 'tuk-tuk' sound, like 
dripping water 

Eastern Banjo Frog / Pobblebonk 
Limnodynastes dumerilii 

Deep 'bonk' or 'pobble-bonk' 

Barking Marsh Frog 

Limnodynastes fletcheri 

A loud 'whuck-whuck' sound, somewhat like an 
explosive cough or a barking dog 

 

  

Download the free Frog ID app and record frog calls 
heard at the wetlands to help gather essential 
information to better understand and conserve our 
resident frogs. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regenthoneyeater.org.au%2Fget-involved&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779845269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OwGD3WadqLG5rRm%2BxACziqXrQ7ipaG%2BZxbLr8CiJFqI%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.frogid.net.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779862066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AZRju0goStcXCpl8tvVnJapCxMzhOdSAEAErYeWbB7g%3D&reserved=0
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Visitor information  

    

 The Winton Café and Events   

Follow The Winton Cafe and Events 
on Facebook and Instagram for their new series 
sharing favourite scenic spots around the wetlands, 
where good food meets beautiful landscapes. 

  

July brings the exciting launch of the new Bush 
Kinder program, open to all education providers to 
connect young learners with nature at the 
wetlands. 

Opening hours: Wed-Sunday 8.00am-3.00pm.  

Private events by arrangement. 

  

For bookings and enquiries: mob: 0466 602 461 
and email: thewintoncafe@gmail.com  

  

 

Watch for signs of H5N1 bird flu   

In June 2026, Australia had its first detection of the 
H5N1 strain in a migratory seabird on the coast of 
Western Australia. No detections have yet been 
confirmed in Victoria. Help us to monitor the wild 
bird population at Winton Wetlands when you visit. 

  

Wild birds affected by H5N1can have the following 
symptoms: 

• can’t stand, walk, or fly properly 

• droopy or puffed-up appearance 

• breathing problems (panting or sneezing) 

• unusual head or neck posture 

• sudden death (especially in large numbers) 

  

  

If you notice sick or dead birds or other animals, keep 
your distance.  Don’t touch the birds, their feathers, 
droppings, eggs, or the area around them. 

  

If there are multiple dead birds or other animals, take 
photos or a video. 

  

Record your location and report it to the 24-hour 
Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 
888. 

 See more on reporting suspected bird flu 

 For more information visit the Australian Government 
website: Wildlife and bird flu - DAFF 

 

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fp%2FThe-Winton-Cafe-Events-61587011532270%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779879224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hqN%2FFGezcQtPJYWQ23bIaUh7h97ZUUgDiiXaON2gXfU%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fthe_winton_cafe%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779896352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H6ODyVsRopWRLV1nJWJBm8Fy9aCz27HBpkgPI%2FAy3Ow%3D&reserved=0
mailto:thewintoncafe@gmail.com
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agriculture.gov.au%2Fbiosecurity-trade%2Fpests-diseases-weeds%2Fanimal%2Favian-influenza%2Freport&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779918434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nchgQ4xASIaQd52d%2FJ9ZXPg05VF27m00KaSgpiNRDLs%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agriculture.gov.au%2Fbiosecurity-trade%2Fpests-diseases-weeds%2Fanimal%2Favian-influenza%2Fhelp-protect%2Fwildlife&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779936121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kXqzRQwFiFkrCZYJ64fwasuak1DBPO7n0ZHj4ysf8Pg%3D&reserved=0
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Explore the reserve  

Walk or cycle more than 90 kilometres of roads and tracks across the wetlands. The Winton Wetlands Cycle 
Guide is available to download here.    

Open for camping  

Winton Wetlands offers 20 unpowered campsites across three locations:  

• Green’s Hill Camp  

• Bill Friday Swamp  

·       Duckpond Camp  

To protect wildlife and wetlands, dogs are not allowed at any of the camp sites.  

For more information visit: https://wintonwetlands.org.au/camping/  
  

Can I fish?  

Fishing is allowed but you must have a 
valid Victorian Recreational Fishing Licence 
(RFL). To protect our native biodiversity, catch 
and release is preferred, and non-native catches 
must be humanely dispatched.  

  

Native fish include the critically endangered 
Purple Spotted Gudgeon (see photo) and the 
Pygmy Perch that has vulnerable status. 

 

Image: Winton Wetlands website 

    

Contact us    

If you wish to subscribe or unsubscribe to our community update or are having difficulties viewing this email, 
contact us at hume.engagement@deeca.vic.gov.au  

 

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwintonwetlands.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F12%2FWinton-Wetlands_Cycle-Guide_Web.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779953580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M7HjVAB37MvxqC9uSMcRqB9Kj3th6cICH1FADwaFdog%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwintonwetlands.org.au%2Fcamping%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779972423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Me2yJeZj1wGat3ms68qEDWvRZA%2FufZ4n6k8VKQG8KE4%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvfa.vic.gov.au%2Frecreational-fishing%2Ffishing-licence&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779989641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DIH3zAQJQbh7KpyP03fB6ECqQbvaYRY%2BW2UxTKstChw%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvfa.vic.gov.au%2Frecreational-fishing%2Ffishing-licence&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca7d4e0e8fde14341c5ed08dee160ebb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639196003779989641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DIH3zAQJQbh7KpyP03fB6ECqQbvaYRY%2BW2UxTKstChw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Hume.engagement@deeca.vic.gov.au

